Newspapers
Newspapers are the oldest means of mass media. First newspapers appeared in the 18th century in Britain. Since that time newspapers have developed and changed in various ways, firstly in the way they present and discuss news and information. Secondly, in their quality and how they focus on the news.

But why are people still reading newspapers in the age of television and computer? The answer is: "A good newspaper... is a nation talking tо itself". Newspapers cover major events and discuss problems of vital importance. They also contain a great amount of miscellaneous information. They present the most recent issues and publications as well as raise controversial questions. People read newspapers to keep themselves well-informed, to deepen their knowledge and broaden their horizons. On the other hand, reading newspapers gives us an opportunity to keep in touch with political, economic and cultural issues and be aware of public opinion about different matters.

Newspapers have a lot of advantages. First of all there are many different types of newspapers to suit different tastes. Each newspaper contains various sections, which reflect certain aspects of life. Also newspapers have headlines which talk for themselves. So you can easily choose a piece of news, which interests you, and you don't need to read le whole paper. And it is proved to be a great advantage compared to TV where you have to listen to all the news whether you like it or not. Also you can read newspapers on transport and in other places where other means of the media are inaccessible. More than that, you can always take newspapers with you as they are not heavy like radio or TV.

On the other hand, newspapers have some disadvantages as well, Firstly, not all information is truthful. "People everywhere confuse what they read in newspapers with news," — said A.J. Liebling. Secondly, some newspapers tend to support political parties or important influential people. Thus they reflect their political and financial interests. The formation such newspapers present is certainly not objective or neutral. So, we can't call newspapers of this sort a free press. "A free press can, of course, be good or bad, but, most certainly, without freedom it will never be anything but bad." Apart from not being neutral or objective newspapers contain a great amount of unnecessary and unimportant information.

All the countries pride themselves on their high quality newspapers. Certain principal newspapers are associated with the name of the country where they are being issued. British are said to be avid newspaper readers. More daily newspa​pers, national and regional, are sold in Britain than in most other devel​oped countries. The British have morning, daily, Sunday and evening papers. About 100 papers are produced by members of ethnic minorities.

The press caters for a wide range of political views, interests and levels of education. Newspapers are usually divided into "quality" pa​pers which are serious with long, informative articles, and "popular" papers known as tabloids because of their smaller size. Tabloids are less serious and contain more human interest stories than news. Most tab​loids are printed in colour.

